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Welcome to Armor Elementary School 
On behalf of the AES staff, I would like to extend an enthusiastic welcome to our school. The 
entire staff is dedicated to providing a quality education for all of our students. It is our strong 
conviction that this goal is achieved through a meaningful partnership between the school and 
the home. There are many opportunities for parents to be involved at Armor, including frequent 
communications with your child(ren)’s teacher(s), volunteering in classrooms, or through the 
many projects and events sponsored by our active PTSA. This handbook has been developed to provide 
policies and procedures which will help you become more familiar with our school.  
 
Please review this material and keep it readily available throughout the year, paying particular attention 
to pages 3 and 4 regarding arrival and dismissal of students, and pages 5 and 6 regarding expectations 
for student behavior.  
 
By following the procedures outlined in this section, you will help ensure the safety of all students. If 
you have any further questions, please contact our main office at 646-3350. 
 
We welcome each of our families to the Armor community where students come first and all members 
contribute to a safe, orderly, and nurturing environment in which students thrive and succeed. 
 
Leslie Bennett 
Principal 
 
Mission Statement 
The mission of Armor Elementary School is to teach and nurture the whole child through academics, 
wellness, and character. Within a safe and caring environment, our highly-qualified professionals will 
foster life-long learners who are productive and responsible citizens of the world. Our developmentally 
appropriate, progressive, and challenging curriculum will enhance student success through integrated 
learning experiences aligned with the Common Core standards. 
 
Office Staff 
Mrs. Beth Cheney, Secretary 
Mrs. Marilyn Rozler, Secretary 
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Telephone Numbers 
Main Office ............................................................................646-3350 ext. 1 
Nurse’s Office and Attendance, Mrs. Jane Frappa ................646-3350 ext. 2 
Social Worker’s Office, Ms. Wendy Castiglia-Amato, .........646-3350 ext. 3 
 
School Hours. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8:50 AM – 3:00 PM 
Across the Hamburg Central School District, arrival begins and the doors open at 8:50 a.m. Students 
may not enter the building prior to 8:50 unless they are registered in the YMCA before-school program 
(674-9622).  Students participating in the breakfast program may proceed to the cafeteria as they enter at 
8:50 a.m.  
 
About Our School 
Armor Elementary School is located on Abbott Road directly behind the Hamburg Central School’s 
Administration Building. The school is a single floor plan brick building that opened in 1970. The 
facility was updated in 1997 with the addition of eight new classrooms, a new main office, and 
improved music, art, and computer rooms. We serve approximately 350 students, Kindergarten - 5. 
 
Visitors to the Schools 
The Board encourages parents and other district citizens to visit the district’s schools and classrooms to 
observe the work of students, teachers and other staff. Since schools are a place of work and learning, 
however, certain limits must be set for such visits. The building principal or his or her designee is 
responsible for all persons in the building and on the grounds. For these reasons, the following rules 
apply to visitors to the schools: 
 

1. Anyone who is not a regular staff member or student of the school will be considered a visitor. 
  

2. All visitors to the school must show government-issued photo ID through the camera to the Front 
Door Monitor upon arrival at the school. There they will be issued a visitor’s identification 
badge, which must be worn at all times while in the school or on school grounds. The visitor 
must return the identification badge to the Hall Monitor before leaving. 
 

3.  Visitors attending school functions that are open to the public, such as parent-teacher 
organization meetings or public gatherings, are not required to register. 

 
4.  Parents or citizens who wish to observe a classroom while school is in session are required to 

arrange such visits in advance with the classroom teacher(s)/building principal and/or designee in 
accordance with building procedures, so that class disruption is kept to a minimum. 

 
5.  Visitors are expected not to take class time to discuss individual matters with teachers. 

 
6.  Any unauthorized person on school property will be reported to the principal or his or her 

designee.  Unauthorized persons will be asked to leave. The police may be called if the situation 
warrants. 

 
7.  All visitors are expected to abide by the rules for public conduct on school property contained in 

this Code of Conduct. 
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Volunteering at Armor 
We warmly welcome parents, grandparents, and guardians to participate in your child(ren)’s education. 
A great deal of research has shown that this involvement is critical to student success.  Involvement may 
take many different forms, depending on the interests and schedules of parents and guardians.  
Volunteer opportunities include helping with special events, working with the PTSA in Helping Hands, 
the Back-to-School BBQ, or Family Fun Night.  
 
Parents and grandparents/guardians wishing to volunteer during the school day are asked to complete a 
volunteer application and attend an orientation session prior to their first time volunteering during each 
school year.  A notice will be sent home with orientation dates and times. Returning volunteers do not 
need to attend the orientation and may complete an abbreviated application.  Board of Education 
approval is needed for anyone wishing to volunteer on a regular basis in our schools.  Principals have a 
formal approval process for making recommendations to the Superintendent of Schools and the Board of 
Education 
 
 
Important Information You Should Know...from the Main Office 
 

1. Please keep the main office informed of any changes such as phone number, home address, or 
emergency contacts, and any custody changes. 
 

2. Please make note of due dates on forms that go home and respond accordingly. 
 

3.  Include child’s full name and teacher’s name when dropping off items to the office.  
   

4.  Notes signed by a parent or guardian must be sent in to school when any change in the child’s 
normal routine occurs, e. g., getting off the bus at a different stop or house, being picked up 
during the day or at the end of the day, walking, riding a bike, religious instruction, etc. The note 
should indicate the bus number, name and address of the family where the child will be going, 
and your child’s first and last name. 

 
 
Health and Safety Committee 
The Health and Safety Committee is an ongoing, active committee made up of the principal, school 
nurse, and teacher representatives. Its sole function is to ensure the safety and security of our students. 
The Safety Committee addresses safety concerns throughout the building and has developed procedures 
for the arrival and dismissal of students, as well as various safety drills. 
 
Picking Children Up from School 
If you will be routinely picking up your child(ren) at the end of the day (either daily or on specific days), 
please send in a note at the beginning of the year detailing the dismissal procedures the school should 
follow. If your child occasionally needs to be picked up by you or another adult at the end of the day, 
please send a note in with your child that day indicating who will pick him/her up. Please be prepared to 
show government-issued photo I.D.  This is for the protection of our students.  
 
While the need to make last minute changes to routines can occur, this is when there is most apt to be 
confusion on the part of the student, teacher, and office staff as to where a child should be at dismissal. 
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For that reason, we ask that you try to maintain your normal routine and try to avoid last minute, verbal 
changes to a minimum. Please plan ahead, if at all possible, and send in a written request.  
 
When you arrive to pick up your child(ren), you will be asked to wait outside until all buses are loaded 
and students being picked up are checked into the cafeteria.  You will need to show your ID and sign 
your child out.  Then, you will be asked to enter the cafeteria to pick up your child and exit the cafeteria 
doors on the parking lot side.  
 
When signing a student out after an event, we ask that siblings not be signed out early at that time. We 
will ensure that parents are able to leave the parking lot before busses arrive so that you may arrive at 
home to meet siblings on the bus. We are too large of a school to accommodate requests for sibling 
dismissals, except in the case of extenuating circumstances (medical appointment, plane to catch, etc.)  
Please notify the office in writing of these special circumstances no later than the morning of the event. 
 
Before and After School Child Care 
The Southtowns YMCA runs a before school child care program for students at Armor Elementary 
beginning at 7:00 AM, as well as an after school program following dismissal at 3:00 PM. This takes 
place during the school year when school is in session. For more information on this program, you may 
call the Southtowns YMCA at 674-9622.  Send your child(ren)’s teacher a note as to which days to send 
your child to the YMCA. 
 
Student Records 
Parents wishing to review their child’s records should contact the office for a form that is used for 
scheduling an appointment with the principal. 
 
Custody Papers 
Effective April 16, 1996, the Board of Education adopted the following policy regarding release of 
students to custodial/noncustodial parents. Please take a few minutes to review the policy. If the 
information pertains to you or your family, contact the office at 646-3350 to make appropriate 
arrangements. 
 
Release of Students to Custodial/Noncustodial Parents - Policy 1190 
Unless restricted by a legally binding document (e.g., a final divorce decree which includes specific 
denial of visitation and/or access rights, a restraining order, a permanent or temporary custody order), 
both parents have the right of access to their child, to view their child’s school records, to receive school 
progress reports, to visit their child briefly at school, and to participate in the same parent-teacher 
conferences, although not necessarily together in the same conference. 
 
It is the responsibility of the custodial parent to provide the building principal with certified copies of 
all legally binding documents pertaining to child custody and visitation, if restricted access to the student 
or student information is requested.  
 
In addition, the custodial parent may, with written authorization, request the release of the child to such 
persons named in the authorization. 
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Borrowing Money 
If a child forgets his/her lunch money, he/she should contact the classroom teacher or the cafeteria lunch 
monitor. In order to have money available for lending, we ask families to see that the money be paid 
back the following school day. 
 
Bicycles, Skateboards, Rollerblades and Sneakers with Wheels 
Bicycles should not be ridden on school grounds. Since the school cannot assume responsibility for stolen or 
damaged bikes, it is recommended that each bicycle be registered with the police department and a padlock used. 
Children who ride a bicycle to school should walk the bicycle once they enter the AES parking lot. The racks are 
located near the cafeteria doors. Only students in Levels 3-5 may ride bikes to school and MUST wear a helmet. 
In order to provide a safe atmosphere for all, skateboards, rollerblades, and sneakers with wheels are not 
permitted on school property. 
 
 
Student Use of Computerized Information Resources 
Program Implementation 
The Hamburg Central School District (HCSD hereafter) recognizes that effective use of technology is 
important to our students and will be essential to them as adults. Consequently, the School System will 
provide access to various computerized information resources through the District’s computer system 
(DCS hereafter) consisting of software, hardware, computer networks and electronic communications 
systems. This may include access to electronic mail, so called “on-line services” and “Internet.” The 
district shall provide personnel support for such usage. 
 

Request to Deny Computer Usage 
In order to achieve the career development and technical education (occupational) learning standards 
articulated by the New York State Department of Education, students will be provided access to 
instructional materials and processes only available through the use of computers. Parent/guardian 
requests to deny student use of District computers will be considered in accordance with law and/or 
regulations.  
 
This information is an excerpt of HCSD Policy 7314 – Student Use of Computerized Information 
Resources. The full text of this policy can be found at http://www.hamburgschools.org/aup. Parents are 
strongly encouraged to review this policy. 
 

District Code of Conduct 
This Code of Conduct is an explanation of the behavior that is expected of students in our elementary 
schools. It applies to student behaviors in and out of the school buildings including, but not limited to 
classrooms, auditoriums, cafeterias, field trips and buses. We believe that responsible behavior results in 
privileges. This Code of Conduct is meant to stop problems before they start; if students misbehave they 
must accept the consequences, penalties or loss of privileges. We will maintain contact with parents and 
guardians to make sure the policies and consequences of the Code are understood and successfully 
carried out. 
 
The following Rights and Responsibilities relate to all elementary level students in the District: 
 
Rights:                                                                                            Responsibilities: 
                                                                                                        

1. Be respected by teachers,                            Show respect for adults and students. 
students and other staff. 
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2. Have access to school     Show proper use of these items. 
materials and equipment (books,  
computers, playground 
facilities, etc.) 
 

3. Be safe in the school     Behave in a way that does not 
environment.      affect the safety of themselves 
       and others. 
        

4. Be listened to by teachers,    Listen to adults and each 
students, and other staff.    other respectfully. 
 

5. Be treated kindly.     Follow character education guidelines                                                                                                   
established by our school. 
 

6. Attend school with attention    Be clean and dress in a manner 
to personal cleanliness, and    that is not distracting. 

            appropriate dress. 
 

7. Not be bullied or teased by     Respect one another and treat 
others either with hands or words.   others the way they would 

        like to be treated. 
 

8. To be protected from negative    To respect one another. To 
situations based on differences   behave in a way that supports an 
that occur at school events    environment free from intimidation 

        discrimination and harassment. To report 
        and encourage others to report when they  
        see negative events occurring. 
 
Discipline and Courtesy 
An educational experience should provide important lessons in the areas of discipline and courtesy.  
Together these form a framework around which self-control, strength of character, a respect for 
orderliness, and kindness for others are developed. 
 
The following school rules are in effect in all common areas (hallways, cafeteria, auditorium, 
playground, school grounds, etc.) and serve as a basis for classroom rules: 
 

1.  Treat everyone with kindness and respect. 
2.  Keep hands, feet, and objects to yourself. 
3.  Follow directions as soon as they are given. 
 

These rules ensure a safe and orderly environment, in which students feel secure and accepted and are 
able to succeed academically. 
 

 
 
 
 



7 
 

Cafeteria Procedures 
The expectations for conduct and behavior in the cafeteria include: 
 

1. Talk quietly. 
2. Raise your hand for help. 
3. Stay seated and use proper table manners. 
4. Keep your area clean. 
5. Walk carefully -- be alert! 

 
Auditorium Procedures 
The expectations for conduct and behavior during an auditorium program include: 

1. remaining quietly seated 
2. clapping appropriately as a show of appreciation or as a gesture of respect 
3. responding respectfully to supervising adults 

 
Bus Procedures 
The expectations for behavior and conduct while on the bus include: 

1. remaining quietly seated while the bus is in motion 
2. keeping hands and head within the bus at all times 
3. keeping the aisles clear of books, packages, coats, etc. 
4. responding respectfully to supervising adults 

 
The following disciplinary policy is carried out for students who do not comply with the above.  Be sure 
to contact Fisher Bus (648-7766) with concerns so that reports are written up.  Any questions should be 
directed to Fisher Bus. 
 

1. A first violation leads to home contact (by mail) by officials of Fisher Bus.  A very serious 
incident could result in immediate disciplinary action, but most first offenses will be considered 
a time for warning. 

 
2.  A second violation should result in a timely notification to the home and school by the bus 

company officials.  The administrator will follow up with a conference with the student (and 
parents, if necessary) at which time appropriate disciplinary action will be taken. 

 
3.  A third violation will result in suspension of bus privileges for a period of time to be determined 

in consultation with the building principal.  Written notification will be provided to parents.  The 
same action will be for any subsequent violation for the balance of the school year. 

 
4.  Fisher Bus has provided the following list of items that are not allowed on the bus:  live animals, 

insects, reptiles, glass containers, radios, rollerblades, skateboards, full-size hockey sticks, full-
size lacrosse sticks, and snow skis.  No spiked shoes may be worn on the bus.  Containers filled 
with liquid must be in a book bag.  Sports equipment must be in an appropriate bag.  Musical 
instruments are only allowed if they can be held on the student’s lap. 

 
 

Confidentiality, Sensitive Issues, and Family Developments 
There are times when children and families face crises which have an impact on school performance.  
Please inform the classroom teacher when any event occurs that may affect the child’s learning, focus, 
or behavior.  Parents may take comfort in knowing that our teachers are caring, professional people, and 
that any sensitive family issues which are shared remain entirely confidential. 
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Counseling/Social Work 
The counseling program at Armor Elementary School is a comprehensive program designed to serve 
students, parents, and staff alike.  It is child-centered, preventive, and developmental.  The program 
provides for prevention/education curriculums, age-appropriate interventions, and local referrals that 
address a wide assortment of personal matters. 
 
 

As an active student advocate, the school social worker tends to the needs of all students.  Direct student 
services include crisis interventions, individual and group counseling, classroom guidance programs, 
and family counseling (at the Hamburg Family Support Center).  All programs and procedures are in 
conformance with NYSED and ASCA standards.  Call 646-3350 ext. 1097 for consultations and/or 
further information. 
 
 
Health Office Services 
The Health Office is located in the corridor leading to the primary wing. When you come out of the 
main office, turn left at the first hallway. Nurse and attendance number: 646-3350 ext.2. 
The health of the school child is the responsibility of the parents. However, the school plays a significant 
role in assisting the parents in this responsibility. 
 
Physical Exams: 
Consistent with the State Education Department, Bureau of School Health Education and Services, a 
physical is required for students entering K, 2, 4, 7, 10 and those in Special Education situations: 
Those entering the district for the first time are also required to have a physical exam on file, including 
proof of complete immunization. Physical forms are available at the Health Office of each building. A 
signed generic form from your personal health care provider is acceptable. 
 
Medication Policy: 
No medication (over-the-counter medication such as cough drops, cold/sinus medications, ibuprofen and 
homeopathic remedies or prescription) will be given during school hours, by the school nurse or 
designated personnel, without directions listed below.  It should be in compliance with the following 
regulations of New York State Law: 
 

1. A written order from the doctor, indicating name of the child, frequency and dosage of 
medication. 
 

2.  Written permission from the parent allowing the school nurse or designated personnel to 
dispense the medication. 

 
3.  A supply of the medication, properly labeled in the original container from the pharmacy. 

An adult must bring medications to school. 
 
 
 



9 
 

Screening Services 
The following are annual screening procedures: 
  Hearing    Height and weight 
  Vision     Scoliosis (Levels 3-6 only)  

Color perception (Level 1 only) Pediculosis (head lice) – as needed 
    
Attendance:  Armor Health Office – 646-3353 (voice mail 24/7) 
Parents are requested to notify the Health Office of absences/tardy and the reason for such absence/tardy.  
A written excuse is required for the child’s re-admission to school from all absences.  If the excuse note 
is not received, the absence will be considered illegal.   
 
Notification 
Parents will be notified via phone of serious injury or illness occurring while at school.  Treatment is 
limited to first aid only.  When it is necessary for the child to be sent home, transportation of a child is the 
responsibility of the parent.  Emergency phone numbers need to be accurate.  Any changes should be 
directed to the Health Office and Main Office.  If a parent cannot be reached and further medical treatment 
is required, 911 will be called and your child will be transported by ambulance to the nearest appropriate 
emergency unit. 
 
Emergencies at School 
We have a well-qualified team to handle medical and non-medical emergencies at school, including severe 
weather and other safety related situations.  A detailed plan has been developed in keeping with state and 
federal standards and staff members have been trained in responding to emergency situations.  Students 
have the opportunity throughout the school year to practice procedures that ensure their safety during an 
emergency that may arise. 
 
 
Homework 
Homework is an independent practice designed to reinforce instruction which has taken place in the 
classroom. It is to provide practice and to review the skills and concepts learned in school. Homework is 
not the assignment of new material. On those occasions when a student has not completed an in-class 
assignment, the teacher may choose to require it as homebound work. 
 
 
Report Cards 
Hamburg District has a trimester report card system.  Students will receive their report cards in 
December, March and June.  Parent Teacher conferences will be scheduled for all students on the half 
days of  December 6 & 14, 2018. 
 
 
Resolving Concerns 
Concerns by a parent or resident can best be addressed at the level most directly tied to the concern. If a 
parent has a concern with a teacher, the parent should contact the teacher at the school. If the concern is 
not resolved, then the building principal should be contacted. If not resolved at that level, the 
Superintendent should be contacted. If not resolved at that level, the issue may be presented in writing to 
the Board of Education. 
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D.A.R.E. Program 
Drug Abuse Resistance Education (D.A.R.E.) is the drug education program provided for our Level 5 
students by the Town of Orchard Park Police Department. Students receive 16 weeks of instruction, 
which includes role-playing and activities to enhance children’s self-concept and encourage them to 
make decisions that will lead to a healthy lifestyle. 
 
 
Use of Drugs, Alcohol and Tobacco 
The use of drugs, alcohol, and tobacco products in school buildings and on school grounds is strictly 
prohibited AT ALL TIMES. 
 
 
Health Curriculum 
Health Curriculum is taught to all students in grades K-5 by the district’s elementary health teachers. 
The following units are taught: 
 
Abuse K – 5 (mandated by NYS) 
Abduction K – 5 (mandated by NYS) 
HIV/AIDS K – 5 (mandated by NYS) 
Nutrition K, 2, 4 
Dental Care & Teeth Level 1 
Introduction to Tobacco Level 4 
Personal Growth Level 4 – girls only * 
Growth and Development Level 5 * 
Introduction to Alcohol Level 5 
 
* A parent information night to explain the content and how the curriculum is to be presented will be 
scheduled. Parent permission is also needed for the students to participate. 
 
School Meals 
Hamburg Central Schools make breakfast and lunch available in all schools through the Food Service 
Department. The lunch menus are sent home monthly with students and can be found on the district 
website. This department operates on a self-sustaining basis. Prices are set annually by the Board of 
Education. School meals are priced as a unit. Offer-versus-serve is a term which describes the fact that 
although five component parts are offered on a lunch daily, the student may elect to take only three or 
four of those items. This eliminates waste while giving the student choices. There is no price adjustment 
for offer-versus-serve. Extra items are available for sale to students who carry a lunch from home or for 
students who desire more than the school lunch offers. These items vary in price. 
 
During the first week of school there are parent volunteers to help Kindergarten students through the 
lunch line. This is a good time to allow your child the opportunity to buy their lunch when assistance is 
available. 
 
Free or reduced lunches 
• Applications are sent home for free or reduced price meals to all students in the September FOCUS.  

Anyone eligible may apply then or at any time.  One application for each family is required.  There is 
a carryover period in which any child eligible in June of a school year may use that eligibility on the 
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first day of school in September.  That carryover period continues for the month of September.  At that 
time, a new application for the current school year must be submitted. 

 
• Anyone receiving a letter from Social Services which qualifies them for benefits must list the name(s) 

of their child(ren) and the school(s) and grade(s) they are attending, then submit the original letter to 
the Food Service Department.  If a Social Services letter is submitted, there is no need for a free or 
reduced price meal application. 

 
Pre-payment for meals 
• The Food Service Department also makes available a pre-payment plan for meals.  This eliminates the 

need for your child(ren) to carry money and also assures that the money is spent only for a school 
breakfast and/or lunch.  The cafeteria keeps an accounting of the meals used.  Payment can be made by 
cash or by check payable to Hamburg School Lunch Fund and submitted to the cafeteria of the school 
your child(ren) attend(s). 
 
For Parents – My School Bucks.com 
Create a free account and easily make payments online and on-the-go.  Sign Up today at 
https://www.myschoolbucks.com/ver2/login/getmain?requestAction=home#for_schools 

 

 Check cafeteria balances & purchases 

 Receive low balance alerts 

 Set up automatic payments 

 
 
 
Parents in the Cafeteria 
Parents are welcome to have lunch with their student(s) whenever they would like.  However, due to 
possible food allergies, we ask that you please refrain from bringing restaurant food into the cafeteria.  
Similarly, because of the possibility of allergies or other dietary considerations, we ask that you buy treats 
only for your own child(ren). 
 
Physical Education 
Students in Levels K-2 will participate twice a week in a comprehensive, integrative Physical Education program.  
Students in Levels 3-5 will participate three times a week.  Our focus is on developing the psychomotor, 
cognitive, and affective domains of each child. 
 
Psychomotor means physical and motor skills. 
Cognitive means understanding and following rules. 
Affective means cooperation and effort. 
 

https://www.myschoolbucks.com/ver2/login/getmain?requestAction=home#for_schools


12 
 

Marks for Physical Education are given at the first and third trimester marking periods. These grades reflect a 
student’s physical fitness level, skill, development, preparedness for class, and effort/behavior. 
A five-item Physical Fitness Test is administered in the fall and spring. Fitness reports are sent home indicating 
each student’s results.  
 
Each student needs the following for participation in Physical Education: 
 
K-3 sneakers, socks, comfortable clothes(no dresses) 
4-5 sneakers, socks, shorts, t-shirt, sweatshirt (cool weather), deodorant 
 
       
**Due to safety issues, the following will not be allowed: ** 
    No jewelry (rings, watches, earrings, necklaces) 
    No platform or slip-on sneakers; no crocs, sport sandals, or flip-flops 
 
Students in Levels 4 and 5 must have a change of clothing for Physical Education class. Students may bring these 
clothes each Physical Education day or buy a district key-controlled lock from the Physical Education teacher for 
the purpose of securing belongings in a basket in the locker room.  Each lock costs $5.00. 
 
Any student who needs to wear glasses during Physical Education must have a written permission slip from a 
parent/guardian indicating this preference. Without a note, the student cannot wear glasses. 
 
As an outgrowth of our Physical Education program, a morning intramural program is offered to all Level 4 and 5 
students.  More information will be sent home. 
 
Music 
The music department provides for students at all levels vocal music instruction twice a week for thirty 
minutes. Beginning in Level 3, students participate in chorus, which performs two concerts each year. 
Instrumental lessons are available in Levels 4 and 5. Students may choose any of the instruments in the 
orchestra or band after discussing the program with the instrumental teacher and their parents. Small 
group lessons are given once per week and students may participate in instrumental ensembles. 
Information is provided through the music teachers. 
 
Academic Intervention Services 
Academic Intervention Services is a program designed for students who require remedial services in 
reading, writing, and math. The service may be provided in a small group or individually. The classroom 
teacher and the remedial specialist will decide whether this remediation will take place within the 
classroom or in the specialists’ setting. Students’ strengths and areas of weakness are identified through 
discussions with classroom teachers and informal assessments. 
 
Special Education Program 
The Special Education program is designed to give assistance to students having difficulty in any 
academic area. The special education teacher reinforces the curriculum at Levels K-5 for students with 
special needs. This service could be provided in the classroom or as a pull out service. 
 
Student Support Team 
The Student Support Team (SST) is a multi-disciplinary team consisting of a teacher coordinator, the 
principal, a school psychologist, math and reading specialists, a special education teacher, the school 
counselor, and the speech and language pathologist. Teachers may refer students who are experiencing 
academic or other difficulties in school. The team works with the classroom teacher to make 
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recommendations to help the student succeed. Parents are notified when a student is referred to the SST 
and invited to attend meetings. The SST follows up on recommendations and continues working with 
the teacher, student and parents, using the resources available through the school district, to increase 
student achievement. 
 
Least Restrictive Environment 
Least Restrictive Environment is a policy that ensures that every student, regardless of the disability, 
receives an education in the environment that will meet their academic and social needs. This 
environment should be as close to the environment that the student would be educated in if there were 
no handicapping condition. The Armor staff provides as much academic, physical, and social support as 
each child needs to be successful. 
 
Other Services 
Speech/Language, Occupational Therapy and Physical Therapy are available to students in need of these 
services and determined by screening and evaluation procedures. 
 
Field Trips 
Each class may take several field trips a year. Parent chaperones are often needed to help supervise the 
students. A Volunteer Application must be on file in the office for any parent to chaperone on a field 
trip.  If you are going to be a chaperone, we ask that you bring along no other children, so that you can 
fully direct your attention to those students you are supervising. 
 
Character Club 
Character Club is a recently developed program that utilizes trained Level 4 & 5 student volunteers to 
assist students, teachers, and staff in a variety of ways. Character Club helpers are selected on the basis 
of academic performance, their demonstrated skills and ability to work with other students, and their 
commitment to service. After completing a training program Character Club provides many services 
throughout the school year: Kindergarten orientation, new student orientation, Drug Awareness Night, 
Conflict Resolution classes, special friends, tutors, Red Ribbon Week, craft classes, assembly programs, 
regional youth conferences. Character Club is an age-appropriate introduction to the ideals and goals 
which guide the many service clubs and organizations at the Middle and High Schools.  
 
Terrific Kids 
Sponsored by the Kiwanis Club of Hamburg in cooperation with the schools, the Terrific Kids Program 
recognizes students who demonstrate responsibility and citizenship at Armor Elementary. A Terrific Kid 
is selected in each fourth grade class each month. Each Terrific Kid receives a certificate of recognition 
for this accomplishment and his/her picture is displayed on the bulletin board in the school’s main 
lobby. 
 
PTSA 
The Parent Teacher Student Association (PTSA) is a very active and supportive group at Armor 
Elementary School and sponsors many school and family activities throughout the year. Parents are 
encouraged to join and take an active part in PTSA. It is so easy to do! Monthly meetings and 
volunteering for various activities are the best ways to get involved in PTSA and to become a part of the 
children’s elementary school years. Information will be sent home with your child regarding ways you 
can join and volunteer. Parents volunteering in the school during the school day are required to attend an 
orientation session. 
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School Closing 
Occasionally school is closed due to poor weather conditions or extenuating circumstances. Stations 
WBEN (930), WGR (55), WHTT-FM (104), and WYSL (1400) will give the news pertaining to the 
closing of Hamburg schools. School Messenger notifications will be sent when school is closed by 
voicemail, email, and text alerts. If you hear that Hamburg Central School District is closed, this 
includes all evening activities such as Scouts and Continuing Education. 
 
. 
The FOCUS 
The FOCUS is the district’s communication to all residences within the school district.  It also lists 
Continuing Education courses for the fall and spring.  The Armor Acclaim is distributed as needed to 
share school news and updates. 
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